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JOHN DRYDEN, 1678.
In my Stile I have profefs'd to imitate the Divine Shakefpeare\
which that I might perform more freely, I have dis-incumber'd
my felf from Rhyme. * * 1 hope I need not to explain my
felf, that I have not Copy'd my Author fervilely: Words and
Phrafes muft of neceffity receive a change in fucceeding Ages:
but't is almoft a Miracle that much of his Language remains fo
pure 5 and that he who began Dramatique Poetry amongft us,
untaught by any, and, as Ben Johnfon tells us, without Learning,
fhould by the force of his own Genius perform fo much, that in
a manner he has left no praife for any who come after him.
Preface to All for Love ; or, the World well Lost.
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